DIARY OF                          [MAY 24,

and said to them, * You said you would
release P&payya Pillai's son. Ho has had no
food and is suffering from the itch all over his
body.' M. Leyrit asked the others what they
thought. M. Dubois said he had heard that
Papayya Pillai's son was worth 50,000 rupees
and that therefore he should not be released.
M, Courtin, pointing to M. Duplant, said,
4 When this seigneur was with me, a gentle-
man came and said that Papayya Pillai had
1,20,000 pagodas in ready mon oy . Ranga Pillai
has been bribed to speak on his behalf and say
he is worth nothing.' I replied, 'If Papayya
Pillai had boon worth a lakh of pagodas, I
should have boon given ten or twelve thou-
sand to speak in his favour. If the man who
says that P&payya Pillai is worth so much can
prove it, give him the pagodas, and hang the
culprit and his family ; if he can't, ho deserves
to bo hanged.' They said, c You said twenty
days ago that Papayya Pillai was at the point
of death, so that we should be getting news of
his death.' I replied, ' You may enquire if
you please. All know that with us a purifica-
tion ceremony is performed at the point of
death. According to custom that ceremony
was performed for him at Tiruvennanalltir,
and his children and wife went thither. He
escaped death then and was brought here.
The ceremony has twice been performed here